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stable. Try to prevent any muscular exertion on the part of the animal; this is very important because further exercise will serve to make the disease more severe. Place the horse in a roomy box-stall with plenty of bedding and cover it with blankets if the weather is cold. Bed-sores must be guarded against and the animal should be turned over two or three times a day.
After a few days an animal either shows marked improvement or it may become decidedly worse, such cases usually resulting in death. Medical treatment is complicated and should not be undertaken by the owner. As soon as the horse has been made comfortable, a veterinarian should be called to take charge of further treatment. It is sometimes advisable to place the animal in slings to support its weight, but this should be left to the judgment of the attending veterinarian.
HEAVES
Heaves is known by such other names as asthma and broken wind. It is primarily a disease of the lungs which results in a permanent over-expansion of the air-cells. In all healthy animals a certain amount of air is always retained in the lungs after each breath is exhaled, but in heaves the quantity left in the lungs at this time is greatly increased. When the horse begins to exhale air, the lungs themselves contract to force the air out; this is not sufficient so there is a second movement in which the horse brings the abdominal muscles into action in' an effort to expel the air forcibly from the lungs. This results in a double movement of the flanks at each expiration of air. A healthy horse exhales in one continuous motion, while a horse suffering from heaves uses two jerky movements, the air-cells of the lungs having lost their power to contract sufficiently.
Cause
Heaves is usually associated with a digestive disorder and is thought to be aggravated by the feeding of large amounts